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ENG 556 Theories of Literacy

Literacy Research Proposal Project
For this research proposal design project you will explore aspects of literacy theory and practice that puzzle, intrigue, and/or concern you. You will do this by identifying a local place or space – virtual or material (or both), for a literacy project, program, or institution that invokes or embodies some conceptual notion of literacy. I recommend that you start with a concept of literacy that interests you such as “adult literacy,” “media literacy,” “computer literacy”, “community literacy,” “information literacy,” “women’s literacy,” “literacy for learning disabled,” and so forth, and then identify a significant and accessible program to investigate and study.

To design an effective research project proposal you will need to read scholarly texts on literacy theory and research relevant to your subject, conduct on-site interviews and observations, (perhaps) volunteer your time to the program, and examine alternative methods, programs, and approaches. For instance, if you were interested in community literacy, you would read studies by such scholars as Flower, Higgins, and Long. Then you might identify a local community project such as The Greater Phoenix Jewish Coalition for Literacy, or Chandler’s City of Readers Education (C.O.R.E.).

Approach your studies in preparation for designing the proposal as a journalistic-style investigation. Please keep all names of participants (other than those who serve in official capacities) anonymous. Make your intentions clear and be respectful and open to the opinions and ideas of people you encounter. Remember that they are not your research subjects and that you are investigating the program to discover and learn about theories and approaches to literacy in order to frame a question, not to evaluate their program.

As much as possible, make this project serve your own research interests and scholarly needs, even if tangentially. I encourage collaborative projects for this assignment.

Central to your future scholarly project (thesis or dissertation) is a sharply focused problem that can be phrased as a question or set of questions that drive the research, analysis and writing. A big part of this project is doing the investigative study that allows you to eventually define and focus the kind of study you propose, and to establish its viability and significance. Questions typically come out of a dissonance between expectation and experience or “motivating dissatisfaction.” The readings and field observations you do in and out of this course may stir up moments of such dissonance – take stock of these because they often lead to opportunities for further exploration. In your final report of your literacy project, you should indicate a question or questions that that have come out of your investigative study that would lead to theoretical and methodological frames for designing a scholarly research project
P.T.O. for project schedule

Literacy Project Initial Proposal - due Sept 27
Formal, detailed proposal. 1 to 2 pages outlining feasibility and projection of project based on initial readings and inquiries.

Literacy Research Project Progress Report - due Nov. 1
Formal detailed report. 1 to 3 pages reporting on findings to date, problems, updates, and projections for study completion.

Literacy Research Proposal Final Report – Oral presentations Nov. 22 & Nov. 29
Written report due Nov. 29
Formal final report. 15-20 pages providing a narrative of the study, preliminary findings, questions based on theoretical/scholarly analysis and first-hand observations, limitations and outline for implementing further inquiry and research, bibliography and works cited, and appropriate attachments.

